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Background	  
The	  proposal	  to	  create	  a	  required	  FYS	  for	  all	  incoming	  freshmen	  at	  WSU,	  originated	  
in	  the	  General	  Education	  committee	  in	  2014-‐15,	  based	  on	  the	  premise	  that	  such	  an	  
offering	  would	  promote	  retention	  and	  student	  success.	  	  The	  idea	  was	  a	  modification	  
to	  the	  WSU	  101	  courses	  which	  had	  not	  been	  as	  well	  received	  as	  had	  been	  hoped.	  	  
The	  new	  proposal	  was	  to	  offer	  courses	  with	  specific	  disciplinary	  (or	  
interdisciplinary)	  content	  combined	  with	  student	  success	  content.	  	  The	  proposal	  
was	  presented	  to	  the	  Faculty	  Senate	  in	  November	  2015,	  and	  was	  accepted	  as	  a	  pilot	  
project	  in	  December	  2015,	  to	  be	  implemented	  in	  the	  Fall	  of	  2016.	  	  	  
	  
Faculty	  were	  recruited	  and	  curricula	  were	  approved	  by	  the	  Gen	  Ed	  committee	  in	  
Spring	  2016,	  and	  11	  courses	  were	  offered	  this	  past	  Fall.	  	  	  Although	  the	  Senate	  only	  
approved	  courses	  for	  the	  Fall	  semester,	  several	  instructors	  were	  asked	  to	  offer	  their	  
courses	  a	  second	  time	  in	  the	  Spring	  2017	  semester	  in	  order	  to	  gather	  more	  data	  to	  
present	  to	  the	  Faculty	  Senate	  for	  a	  final	  decision	  regarding	  FYS	  in	  the	  Fall	  2017.	  	  In	  
the	  meantime,	  the	  Senate	  would	  like	  a	  preliminary	  report	  on	  the	  Fall	  2016	  courses.	  	  	  
	  
Assessments	  
A	  qualtrics	  survey	  was	  created	  and	  administered	  voluntarily	  by	  most	  of	  the	  FYS	  
faculty	  (results	  are	  attached).	  	  Faculty	  also	  submitted	  two	  writing	  samples	  from	  
their	  classes	  to	  be	  evaluated	  by	  an	  external	  (contracted)	  reviewer	  based	  on	  the	  
AACU	  Writing	  rubric	  (results	  also	  attached).	  	  The	  survey	  questions	  were	  designed	  to	  
capture	  some	  of	  the	  outcomes	  specified	  in	  the	  original	  proposal,	  specifically:	  

“Upon	  completion	  of	  a	  first-‐year	  seminar,	  a	  student	  will	  have	  been	  exposed	  to	  the	  following	  
learning	  outcomes,	  varying	  by	  discipline:	  	  

•	  Acquired	  knowledge	  in	  the	  arts,	  humanities,	  and/or	  natural	  and	  social	  science	  
•	  Effectively	  write	  and	  speak	  
•	  Developed	  fundamentals	  of	  information	  literacy	  and	  library	  research	  
•	  Developed	  an	  appreciation	  for	  diversity”	  

	  
The	  survey	  had	  quantitative	  measures	  as	  well	  as	  open	  ended	  questions,	  which	  
provided	  some	  insights	  into	  student	  perspectives	  on	  their	  FYS	  experiences.	  
	  
There	  were	  three	  questions	  that	  mirrored	  questions	  asked	  in	  surveys	  administered	  



	  
Reflections	  
Framework	  /	  Goals	  
Some	  instructors	  felt	  that	  the	  framework	  for	  the	  FYS	  was	  so	  loose	  that	  it	  was	  hard	  to	  



	  
Looking	  Forward	  
The	  FYS	  pilot	  project	  is	  an	  initiative	  of	  the	  Gen	  Ed	  committee	  and	  has	  been	  given	  
Senate	  support.	  	  If	  the	  committee	  believes	  this	  FYS	  project	  is	  worth	  pursuing,	  the	  
following	  steps	  make	  sense:



	  
Tips	  /	  Strategic	  Considerations	  
[Some	  of	  these	  are	  obviously	  good	  practices	  for	  all	  classes,	  but	  the	  impact	  is	  high	  
when	  carrying	  out	  these	  strategies	  for	  a	  class	  full	  of	  first	  semester	  freshman.]	  
	  
•	   Explain	  the	  learning	  value	  of	  each	  activity.	  	  Take	  a	  few	  minutes	  to	  regularly	  

communicate	  to	  the	  class	  why	  the	  course	  includes	  the	  modules	  that	  it	  does:	  	  
student	  success	  components,	  extracurricul



•	  	   Encourage	  discussion	  outside	  the	  class	  (Blackboard	  forum,	  Facebook	  group,	  
etc.)	  

	  
•	   Encourage	  them	  to	  get	  out	  of	  their	  comfort	  zone	  as	  a	  learning	  tool	  and	  give	  

them	  support	  in	  doing	  this.	  	  This	  might	  take	  many	  forms	  (role	  playing,	  giving	  
a	  speech,	  interviewing	  someone	  on/off	  campus,	  discussing	  controvertial	  
topics,	  attending	  talks	  or	  performances,	  etc.).	  

	  
•	  	   Take	  them	  to	  places	  like	  the	  library	  or	  a	  talk.	  
	  
•	   	  Invite	  a	  guest	  to	  talk	  about	  x	  topic.	  
	  
•	  	  


